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Alan Reed was born in Albany and grew up in East Fremantle, attending Fremantle Boys High 
School in the late 1940s.  After a short time in an accountant's office, he was called up for national 
service training in the  RAAF in June 1952.  

A flight in a Dakota convinced him that a flying career was more exciting and suited him better than 
auditing. He applied for pilot training in the RAAF and was selected for No13 Pilots Course, which 
began training at Archerfield in Queensland on Tiger Moths in May 1953.  

He graduated as Sergeant pilot in July 1954 and was posted to fly long-nose Lincoln aircraft with 
No10 Squadron in Townsville. While there he was commissioned, assessed as "above average", 
and made captain of his own crew.  

In 1958, he converted to Vampires before he began a long and very satisfying period flying the 
beautiful "lady of the sky", the Canberra bomber, firstly in No.1 Squadron at Amberley. Highlights 
included becoming, with his navigator, the first A-category crew in the wing and participating in 
several overseas deployments including flying one of three Canberras around the world to 
participate in the Nigerian independence celebrations in October 1960.  

He was posted to No 2 Squadron in Butterworth Malaya before a tour as a flight commander at the 
RAAF Academy. After completing RAAF Staff College in 1966, he was promoted to Squadron 
Leader and posted to USA on a USAF Exchange tour on RF-4Cs at Shaw AFB in South Carolina.  

As Vietnam was 'active', he approached the senior USAF officer at Shaw as well as the Australian 
Embassy in Washington, to gain approval from both governments to do an assignment flying 
Phantoms in Vietnam. After several months, the Secretary of the Air Force issued "Invitational 
Orders" inviting him to proceed on operational duty with the USAF in Vietnam. He claims to be one 
of the few people to be "invited to attend a war."   

He was assigned to the 12th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron at Tan Son Nhut Air Base (Saigon) 
to fly for six months temporary duty as the only Australian pilot in the wing of five squadrons.  
Before deploying to Vietnam, he completed the USAF Survival Course, which included snow 
survival, sea survival and the jungle survival course in Philippines. 

As the RAAF had advised the USAF that the only constraint on him was no flying in Cambodia, Alan 
was assigned to many  "out-country" missions including North Vietnam and Laos. On return to USA 
he became a training flight commander and instructor. For his service in Vietnam, he was awarded 
the US Forces Distinguished Flying Cross with oak leaf cluster. 



Returning to Australia, Alan spent time in the Operational Requirements Branch in DEFAIR, 
Canberra, responsible for the F-111 Project. When the F-111 was delayed and the RAAF procured 
F-4E Phantoms, Alan was appointed CO 6SQN in 1971.

Alan then attended Joint Services Staff College in 1972, was on Directing Staff at the College before 
promotion to Group Captain and a stint in Air Force Office  looking after training. In 1978, he was 
posted to Amberley as the Air Staff Officer, flying the F-111—a tour that was the real and very 
satisfying end of his operational flying of high-performance aircraft.  

On completion of this marvellous tour in 1981, he was promoted to Air Commodore and posted as 
Commandant of the RAAF Academy at Point Cook, followed by a  tour as Air Attaché in 
Washington. After three years in Washington, he was back in Australia, promoted to Air Vice-
Marshal and on his final posting as Air Officer Commanding Support Command in 1987. 
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